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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—JULY SELECTION 

Bradley, Omar Soldier’s crediting Montgomery with much the genius 
15, Holt. June 18, 1951. 618p. $5.00. which that individual seemed claim, exhibiting little 


” 


15, During the days the actual fighting when the interests Patience with “Monty’s passion for tidiness, superiority 
security precluded the identification military units arms, and procrastination. Full appreciation ex- 
1951. their commanders, the average newspaper reader pressed the unrewarding task Montgomery took upon 
was inclined speculate concerning these things, himself “D-day” and immediately thereafter, but the 
Apr. 15, attempt relate current troop activities the known discussions the failure close the “Falaise gap”, 
past records commanders, and attribute credit the failure move the relief Bastogne and 
incorrectly the light imperfect misleading re- close the Ardennes trap, and the subsequent implied 
ports. One purpose the spate recollections claim that Montgomery had been called reorganize 
commanders clarify some the misapprehensions the American forces, fall little short sarcasm. 


Apr. that have, within very few years, crystallized much forthright criticism General Lee, 
accepted legend. charge supply and later controversial figure Italy, 
Apr. 15, General Bradley’s book, some extent, helps toward General Terry Allen and Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. 
this end. Its value does not lie the sensational the case the first these, many will interested 
yles, the spectacular. The author not prominent per- know, there little said Most the air 
sonality and, for the most part, not even indi- command gets share harshness well. com- 
1951. vidual his own story. His personal prejudices, weak- menting the behavior American troops, apart 
May nesses and eccentricities may affect what saw, but from the fighting, Bradley condemns severely the riot- 
the feeling the reader this volume that 
merely looking through pair eyes. 


Apr. 15, B . 
part the war with Germany began after 
the American North African campaign was already CONTENTS 


951. 
underway. appeared first personal representa- and 
tive General Eisenhower the fighting front. After Soldier’s Story 
1951 the American defeat Kasserine Pass, Patton was Umberto’s Circus 
called in, temporarily, command the Second Corps God’s Men (III) Buck, Pearl 
and Bradley was assigned his assistant and prospec- Nathan, Robert 
corps commander under Patton. From that assign- The Great Disciple and Other Stories Ready, 
Apr. ment was shifted Army Group commander the Window Looks Down East (Ila) Graham, Elinor 
Normandy invasion. Initially, this campaign, was Liberties the Mind (Ila) Morgan, Charles 
The Lives the Saints (I) Engelbert, Omer 
under Montgomery but gained equal status, according This 
plan, when the beachhead expanded The Island Time Pawel, Ernst 
larger. From then the end the war, Bradley, REPRINTS 


with Patton now subordinate Army commander, Broncho Apache Wellman, Paul 


Too Like the Dead (IV) Chambers, 
Apr. 15, directed the American Twelfth Army Group which When She Was Bad She Was Dena 
held the center the drive into Germany. Appro- Murdered (Ila) Starnes, Richard 
iatel Bradley’s recollections end with the The Black Angel (Ila) Woolrich, Cornell 


end fighting overrun Germany. The Big Sky (IIb) Guthrie, 


the general reader, the most interesting portions 
the book will undoubtedly those dealing with Mont- Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 


gomery and Patton, the two generals whose flamboy- Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
Style; Immoral Language Incidents. Permissible 
ancies made them early known the public. Bradley for IV. 


volatility which was the source both his daring suc- 
cesses and his less fortunate episodes publicity, and, 


( 
‘ 


Bradley Bass 


ing (of the First Division) Africa but says nothing 
about their activities France. 


Very early the book Bradley admits that political 
factors probably weighed little the minds the 
American Army commanders, and appears hope 
that our experience Europe brings about new con- 
cept strategy. the same time, conceding that the 
British were politically more conscious, disputes the 
tactical wisdom the movements demanded Mont- 
gomery seal off Denmark and the Scandinavians 
from the oncoming Russians. Curiously enough, 
this connection, Bradley equates himself with Mont- 
gomery the tactical argument and pairs Eisenhower 
with Churchill the strategic level. other words, 
not merely from its military commanders did American 
Army thinking fail receive political orientation 
there was political guide anywhere. 


For anyone interested the conduct the European 
campaign the sidelights which point the 
disasters which have since befallen, General Bradley’s 
book must. And, now that the General top man 
the Chiefs Staff, each reader will undoubtedly 
echo the hope that our military commanders have be- 
come politically wise. goes without saying that 
also hoped that their preceptors 
thought are also politically wise. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


LITERARY GUILD—JULY SELECTION 


Bass, Eduard Umberto’s Circus 
Farrar, Strauss Young. June 20, 1951. 340p. $3.00. 


John Beecroft’s notes for the Literary Guild’s Review, 
Wings, remark that “there was difficulty getting suit- 
English translation” for this Czech novel, published 
Prague 1940, “and though this was finally accom- 
plished, the author, Eduard Bass, has not lived see 
the book published America”. which leaves 
one wondering why there credit given the pub- 
lishers the translator who accomplished the difficult 
task; unless, course, must suppose that author 
Bass himself made the translation into English. 
Bass himself little seems known save that his 
name actually was Eduard Schmidt; that was 
journalist who became editor-in-chief 1930 Czecho- 
slovakia’s leading independent liberal daily, Lidove 
Noviny; that was proscribed the Nazis when they 
invaded Czechoslovakia 1939, the year which Um- 
berto’s Circus was published installments Lidove 
Noviny. The story was published book form 1940 
and became immediate success, least Czecho- 
slovakia. Its choice the Literary Guild has assured 
considerable success its English edition; but the 
translator should given the credit due him her. 


would hardly precise call Umberto’s Circus 
novel. has none the integration artistic unity 
novel; its characters lack depth and perspective; its 
plot haphazard and suffers what seems un- 
premeditatedly sudden twist finish off. But that 
not say that not fascinating reading. For 
story, told man who knows enough about circus 
life and himself fascinated its colorful theatri- 
cality imagine his scenes and his people warm, 


Best 


bright colors, and endow them with picaresque indi- 
viduality enough for his purposes. Circus, 
indeed, reminds one immediately the epic and saga 
tradition: the story the adventurous wanderings 
simple Czech village mason and his motherless son 
among the marvelous scenes and people strange 
lands; and almost everyone they meet has his her 
own story tell along the way. What unity the story 
has given the identification all the characters 
with Umberto’s Circus, which began with cage 
monkeys and acrobat, and ended one the 
glittering spectacles that toured Europe each summer 
from winter quarters Hamburg. 

Anton Karas, from the tiny backwoods village Horni 
Snezna Czechoslovakia, (historic Bohemia), had 
been wont join gang masons each summer under 
the leadership his compatriot Milner, work 
Germany, rebuilding Hamburg after the destructive 
fire the 1840’s. The villagers paid their passage 
and from their summer work playing band music 
sorts along their way. But one summer, Anton’s wife 
Marinka died, and was delayed joining the regular 
gang when left the town. When, later, went 
join them, took with him his small son, Vasek, and 
was dismayed find his arrival Hamburg that 
Milner and the others, finding work, had scattered. 
meets fellow Czech, Karlik Kerholec, who 
promises him job staker and general handyman 
with the circus, with which Kerholec foreman. 
Karas, full uneasy misgivings but desperate, takes 
the job and fiinds himself enjoying the new situation, 


particularly when his ability playing the trumpet 


made useful the circus band. Soon, Vasek, enam- 
ored the circus, its animals, its people, its glittering 
showiness and spectacular tricks. 

The boy soon becomes favorite the tattooed animal- 
trainer, Colonel Gambier; Hans, groom for the horses 
and ponies; Arr-Shehir, mahout for Bingo, the ele- 
phant; Achmed Romeo, the acrobat; the director, 
himself, Peter Berwitz, grandson old Umberto. Vasek 
learns ride, jump, tumble, handle the big- 
cats and the elephant; almost everything the 
circus with skill and style. Even his education taken 
hand Bures, who teaches him the old traditions 
the poems Czechoslovakia, and introduces him 
his meager store cherished books. course, Vasek 
learns prodigiously from his travels and the people 
the circus. For dash romance there Helen Ber- 
witz, daughter the director, and almost age with 
Vasek; and Rosa Langermann, daughter the Karas’ 
landlady Hamburg. Frau von Hammerschmidt, ele- 
gant widow Major Hussars and cashier the 
circus, sets her cap, alas vain, for Colonel Gambier. 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 

Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1950, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Apr. 
Mar. 


There are multitude other people, all sorts and 
sizes, the personnel Umberto’s Circus; all have 
their problems, their story tell have told. And 
there always the fascination the history the 
growth circus the eighteenth and nineteenth 
century, before the days the Ringling Brothers, but 
one with the days Hagenbeck. Umberto’s Circus 
should prove popular choice for Literary Guild mem- 
bers and other readers, not only for being pleasant 
story, charmingly told, but also for being book one 
may leave about for even the small fry read. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Buck, Pearl God’s Men 


Day. Apr. 374p. $3.50. 


China and the missionaries America sent her the 
turn the century are properties used once more 
the author The Good Earth, The Patriot, The 
Mother, and thirty-odd other books. her recent 
novel, however, the properties are springboards for 
action which comes front-center stage the United 
States. They are influences which shape the characters 
two men whose personalities and careers are anti- 
thetical and counter-balanced. new note heard 
the passionate belief one them; viz., that food 
should free and unworrisome mankind light 
and water and air. When men longer fight for 
food, wars will cease altogether. 


William Lane was the son Episcopalian mis- 
sionary who had answered sincere call the heathen. 
Earnest, honest, kind and ineffectual, frequently 
identified the author “the Saint” though just why 
not clear. His wife was ambitious, worldly and 
beautiful. Their son was introverted, insecure boy, 
pampered the Chinese servants, snubbed his 
English schoolfellows, and proudly exhibited his 
doting mother. seventeen when the Boxer Rebel- 
lion broke out, left his birthplace for the States 
where finished his education, worked his way into 
the graces the wealthy Cameron family, married 
their daughter Candace, and partnership with the 
Power was his goal; 
the control men’s thoughts filtering the ideas 


Buck 


which reached their minds seemed him the surest 
way gaining power. When power left him unsatisfied, 
divorced Candace and married beautiful English 
noblewoman, Emory. And when even this marriage 
failed quiet the insecurity which still drove him, 
turned Catholic. 


Clem Miller too was the son deeply believing mis- 
sionary. His father had been farmer when felt 
the call and opened the Faith Mission for the Chinese. 
Without the backing powerful Board support 
him, and his family were often hungry and forced 
beg from other missionaries from the Chinese 
faithful. the exception the boy Clem, and 
his family were wiped out the Rebellion. 
upon the boy returned America, found his grand- 
father dead and the farm sold for taxes pair 
scoundrels who took “Aid” children. Escaping 
from the farm, Clem found work grocery store, 
eventually took over, opened chain and became 
almost rich William Lane. married William’s 
sister, Henrietta, who despised her brother; when famine 
hit China, rushed there confer with Chiang Kai- 
Shek, certain that the difficulty lay only poor dis- 
tribution, not lack food itself. After World 
War literally wore himself out, trying sell the 
world the idea that democracy based getting food. 
One the people who refused him help his cam- 
paign was the Catholic William, sure that Clem was 
menace and madman—and yet not quite sure, either. 
“Could Clem right? so, then himself was 
wrong and being wrong was doomed. But was Clem 
How could ever know?” 


might expected from the typewriter experi- 
enced writer, the story swings along good pace and 
entertaining fashion. Each new milieu which the 
characters find themselves has its own set char- 
acters, deftly sketched. But whole the novel lacks 
conviction, both its central thesis and its main 
characters. The craving for material security only 
one the drives which motivates mankind, and that 
security has more expression than simple sustenance. 
The grand plan for world-wide distribution food 
named but never described. Neither Clem nor William 
believable—nor, for that matter, the plot. this 
reader, the story had the effect being told rather 
than unfolded. 


Evidences hasty writing are not lacking. William, 
the son Episcopalian “saint” had “been reared 
Calvinism and predestination”. Henrietta, page 
164, has straight dark hair, ugly nose and small gray 
eyes, wide mouth. page 176, “her eyes were finer 
than ever, large, and deep, set under her clear brows”. 
Fathr Malone’s eyes were “very blue” the third line, 
page 314; they had become dark and magnetic the 
bottom the page, and four pages later were “pro- 
foundly dark and deep-set”. many characters have 
“deep-set eyes” that inevitably picture arises mind 
race peering from under bony arches the world 
around them. Funniest “boner” however the figure 
tall cassocked priest” cocktail party (page 
313). missionary China for years, has re- 
turned America collect funds for the starving 
and sell pictures for that purpose. When Emory 
tells him her.husband needs religion “more subtle” 


At 
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natter, 
the 


Nathan 


than his father followed, Father Malone announces 
cryptically, “The Church has everything for all souls”. 

when she says she wants her husband happy, 
“he smiled down upon her, celibate and monastic 
though was, and that smile made himself her 
ally”. But has great learning; his books are 
fewer than hundred. turns William over 
Monsignor Lockhart the “deep, shrewd eyes” and 
the luxurious, ornate library where thousands books 
many languages are shelved above velvet carpets— 
Monsignor who “might have been Cardinal the 
Church had been ambitious. But did not wish 
enter into the higher arenas where, thought, 
though without disloyalty, the air was not pure 
might have been”. Monsignor and William “were 
very much alike, these two men, and they knew it”. 
Where Father Malone failed, Monsignor succeeds 
bringing William and Emory into his Church. (“She 
had become Catholic with him, and she liked wear- 
ing black chiffon and diamonds. With her dove-gray 
frocks she wore pearls.”) And quickly brought Wil- 
liam the stage where the convert telephoned the 
priest before breakfast and came completely under his 
control. Which was expected Church de- 


picted wily and absorbing and even frightening its 
patient, long-time planning and its easy adaptation 
local circumstance, and its complete regimentation 
adherents. 

Though God’s Men far cry from The Good Earth, 


the odds are good that Miss Buck achieved more satis- 
faction writing it; she works off many grudges 


it, not the least which are her reactions Madame 
Chiang Kai-Shek and Harry Truman. The former 
cast insincere and consummate actress; the latter 
disposed single contemptuous phrase “the 
little man” who succeeded the great man the White 
‘House. Other historic figures her dramatis personae 
include Chiang Kai-Shek and Sun Yat Sen, though 
these not rate many pages and certainly not the 
admiration given Franklin Roosevelt whose col- 
lege path William made cross several times. Brief 
their stay stage is, the introduction these real 
figures adds considerable verisimilitude the novel, 
which will probably received with devout conviction 
good many best-seller readers. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Nathan, Robert The Innocent Eve 
Knopf. Apr. 16, 1951. 184p. $2.50. 

Robert Nathan’s twenty-eighth book stimulating 
fantasy, redolent Lewis and George Kaufman, 
that combines witty satire American politics, whim- 
sical imagination, and shrewd yet unobtrusive moral. 
The manner airy that one scarcely realizes until 
the laughter has subsided that the real purpose 
present Nathan’s basic solution modern unrest: 
return simply charity devoid quid pro quo moti- 
vation. 


Lucifer and his attractive secretary Samantha arrive 
Hotel Pierre New York with plan gain control 


the A-bomb. Left themselves, men will almost 
certainly make the worst possible use the bomb and 
destroy themselves; and although Lucifer’s real quarrel 
not with men, needs them means 
ing the true Adversary. More than that, the bomb, 
hopes, will enable him control knowledge and create 
his own universe. 


With this objective attends Halloween costume 
party arranged wealthy Martin Clough improve 
his chances for appointment ambassador 
The guests represent scathing cross section our 
culture: Drew Pearson-ish journalist looking for 
story with some “insides, guts, tripe”; two newlyweds, 
each hoping possess the other and yet keep self in- 
violate; dress designer prowling for mate; Prot- 
estant bishop, bewildered how moral authority has 
passed from clerics police and unaware that sample 
the basic cause his own half-belief God and the 
devil; Sir Alfred Wimple, who seeks loan two 
billion dollars and gives assurance that this will “see 
England through until the end 1951 and enable her 
undersell the United States practically every 
market the world”; Senator McCullough, platitudi- 
nous member the Foreign Affairs Committee and 
Arms for Friends Program; the delegate from 
Siam, who wants the fifty million bushels blue 
potatoes offered the Senator Sir Wimple; Mr. 
Sutro, movie magnate surfeited with women that 
thinks the most beautiful thing ever saw was 
Citation coming down the stretch. All these and 
other guests are hand from motives that match the 
predatory generosity their host. The only wholly 
unselfish person little Mary Ann Brockhaus, just 
voted Queen the Mist Minnesota high school 
and now being groomed for the movies; she wants only 
give herself completely love and receive nothing 
return. 


the course the evening Lucifer ensnares all but 
Mary Ann utopian dreams that turn their own 
selfishness against them. Against her innocence, which 
seeks give all and take nothing, helpless. Even 
Samantha, who contributes the cause luring 
book critic upstairs and burning him crisp sexual 
embrace, cannot help. the climactic moment 
imminent success for the plotters, Mary Ann enters and 
exposes Lucifer for what really is. The guests are 
suddenly recalled the grim reality their selfish 
guilt while Lucifer and Samantha, transformed into 
snakes, mount asteroids for defeated return home. 


The bulk the rather slight book conversation 
among the party-goers, and the range their person- 
alities and occupations provides opportunity for both 
caustic and wise comment wide variety topics: 
the welfare state, naturalistic fiction, Hollywood, union- 
ism, foreign policy, the farm lobby, socialized medicine, 
religious bigotry, and many more. The moral al- 
most always implicit rather than didactic, urbanely 
clever rather than strained. Though its topicality will 
inevitably become rather quickly dated, adult readers 
today should find witty and thoughtful pleasure 


the book. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Miller, Francis Trevelyan 
General Douglas MacArthur, Soldier Statesman 
Winston. May 22, 1951. 313p. $2.50. 


This reprint volume which first appeared 
1942, and again 1944 and 1945. There have been 
added initial chapter recounting the General’s 
triumphant progress San Francisco, Washington, and 
New York, two pages the Korean war, and ap- 
pendix containing MacArthur’s speech before Congress 
April 19. The chapters in-between contain some- 
what lyrical and gushing biography the great soldier, 
against background world events during the period 
MacArthur’s long active life. reader should 
gather the impression that these events happened pre- 
cisely because their impact the author’s hero’s 
career, this can excused the fact that the book 
frankly eulogy, for the most part fully deserved, 
one the great military leaders our times. Sophis- 
ticated readers may repelled abundance super- 
latives and many purple patches. The four copyrights 
are held Ann Woodward Miller. There index. 

Wilfrid Parsons, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Ready, 

The Great Disciple and Other Stories 
Bruce. May 31, 1951. 158p. $2.50. 
The Celtic twilight William Butler Yeats and 
Synge has faded from time into history, but many 
hearths throughout the literary world little peat fires 


are smoldering and being fanned flame with pleas- 


ant aroma the ould sod. the Romantic move- 
ment, long before it, one can see it’s brilliant and heart- 


warming flame, diffused now, bursting newer camps 


and far-flung outposts throughout the world. 
Ready, Irishman from Wales, writing America, 
has carried the spark far but has lost none the magic 
glow, though has added hard American anthracite 
his native peat. The first sparks predict bright 
and lasting flame. 


Here, The Great Disciple and Other Stories, the 
idiom Yeats and Synge with Runyonesque touch, 
after making the transatlantic crossing without the loss 
style and story looks like big broth man carry- 
ing football tucked under his arm; under his cap 
head full Coo-Cullen and the deeds his own con- 
temporaries, and these are the things talks about 
best. Some these stories are slender theme that 
only the honesty Irishman can handle them 
effectively, and make the flexible weight single 
word phrase teeter-totter one the sky and down 
the earth with delight. Stories like “Barring the 
Weight”, (an Atlantic Monthly $1000 “Suffi- 
cient”, and “Angharad”, show the device and give the 
delight, and still seem natural breathing the 
telling. Others like “The Great Disciple”, “Solitary 
Dolan”, and “International Affair”, point but 


probe into psychological insights character and 


situation. Ready winks with understanding 
tongue with loving censure.- The analysis 
simple statement and the reader may reflect will. 


Miller Ready Graham 


His retelling the Coo-Cullen stories has the poetic 
simplicity the ancient epic plus the modern raciness 
the age hurry. The adaptation perfect. Any 
father looking for stories read his growing children 
can find them here. And find them with refreshing 
fullness too. 

all Ready’s stories there plenty rich Irish 
imagination and honesty combined with nice sym- 
pathetic irony and fluid colloquial style. almost 
rash review the man when must read; for 
enjoyment cannot evaluated can only recom- 
mended—and these short stories The Great Dis- 
ciple and Other Stories are most enjoyable. One must 
leave with that try say many things with 
enthusiasm that the man becomes diluted distorted 
rather than merely depicted. But take from 
these stories have enjoyment and that’s the real im- 
portant thing about them. 

For such enjoyment, Ready, may God give you 
long productive life this world, and happy and 


secure one the next. 
James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Graham, Elinor Window Looks Down East 
Macmillan. June 218p. $3.00. 


appears that the tide cosmopolitan artists clamor- 
ing inform the public how they “rediscovered” their 
true selves only after moving God’s little acre the 
country not yet the wane. Window Looks 
Down East the third such autobiographical revelation 
former actress now living with her husband and 
young daughter “on quiet country road that winds 
along Casco Bay” the State Maine. 

hold audience with one these “tell all” ac- 
counts requires that the author naturally stimu- 
lating subject interest well sure hand co- 
ordinating his thoughts. these standards, Mrs. 
Graham’s imitation pastoral does not seem warrant 
218 pages. 

perhaps true that there other area quite like 
the rock bound coast Maine, with its men and 
women who are “not the moment” but “of the past 
and future They are not sojourners for after- 
noon”. Admittedly, number the scenic descrip- 
tions are excellent; but for the most part there 
repetitious and fretful vagary about the writing that 
close surrealistic. Hedgehopping from one topic 
another, paragraphs jump from gargoyles button col- 
lecting without allowing the reader pause for adjust- 
ment. 

The author also harbors some peculiar impressions 
religion, revealed the phrase where she blithely 
refers the “pagan Christ” and this sample philo- 
sophical gem: “Supposing you are young more, 
where you go? church for reassurance life 
eternal, the cemetery disinter the sealed re- 
mains? For the cemetery that attracts. Yester- 
day, Pleasant Hill, found cemetery where Experi- 
ence lies buried. Her name was Experience Lane.” 
paraphrase Abner: amoozin’; it’s con- 


foosin’.” Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Morgan 


Morgan, Charles Liberties the Mind 
Macmillan. May 29, 1951. 252p. $2.75. 


Charles Morgan’s sixteenth book will reassure the 
thoughtful reader that this British creative artists, who 
won the Hawthornden Prize 1933 for his The Foun- 
tainhead, has lost neither his meticulous skill nor his 
clarity Judgment. Liberties the Mind un- 
usually fascinating volume essays possessing strange 
coherence, spite the fact that each piece was writ- 
ten different time and for separate purpose. The 
book blends lectures, literary reviews, and conventional 
essays the simple thread single theme—man- 
kind’s liberty, its retention and its loss. However, the 
evolution and development unique theme 
means bald and pedantic. With all the preciseness 
scholastic philosopher, Morgan sets forth the state 
the question, namely, man’s liberties the modern 
world which the Soviet state with its despotic tactics 
casts large shadow. The author’s initial contem- 
plation the repression liberty behind the Iron Cur- 
tain fearful behold, particularly when speaks 
the newest step the mastery the human mind 
“Switch Control” which aims “to annihilate 
man his natural identity and substitute for an- 
other identity, which shall not have the faculty indi- 
vidually willing choosing”. Lest anyone doubt the 
possibility “Switch Control”, Morgan offers factual 
detail and presumptive evidence, the Peoples’ 
Court trials and the Cardinal Mindszenty case. (Had 
Mogan written this chapter recent weeks, could 
also adduce the newest technique the Archbishop 
Grosz mock trial.) 


The status liberty the sunnier side the present- 
day world less gloom-provoking, yet not without some 
clouds repression. Morgan, most modern 
men classical temper, one the long-lasting evils 
resulting from Nineteenth Century Romantic thought 
was the passionate optimism, born science that 
era, which ultimately led the “masters their fate and 
captains their soul” into undiluted pessimism they 
realized the unobtainability perfect progress, and thus 
were left naked hope without the clothing re- 
ligious belief. Men then turned away from individual 
decision toward herd activity, fact well understood 
modern advertising executives. 


Nonetheless, the author feels that liberty always 
hand for those who will make proper use it. This 
viewpoint produces delightful prose cameos such 
topics “The Liberty Build”, “The Liberty 
Teach”, “The Liberty Have Roots”, “The Liberty 
Ask Questions”, and even “The Liberty Mind One’s 
Own Business”. There likewise the delineation 
the philosophies two men with kindred spirits, 
Jacques Maritain and Jacques Barzun. The pieces 
them reflect Morgan’s personal admiration. 


Liberties the Mind well-written. Its seeming de- 
fect looseness becomes virtue for the casual reader 
who can pick and read random yet with profit. The 
final essay the Need Sanctity the world around 
and especially creative art extremely. worth- 
while itself. The average taste may not savour the 
intrinsic essence the volume, but for the thoughtful 
modern who refuses play the role ostrich with 
reference modern methods education, politics, 


and biographies Eva Lavalliere and 


Best 
and the task thinking, Morgan’s work inspirational 


sustenance. 
Rev. Thomas Cunningham, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Engelbert, Omer The Lives the Saints 
(Translated Christopher and Anne Fremantle.) David 
McKay. May 31, 1951. 532p. $5.00. 

There are, Father Engelbert remarks his Preface 
this English Edition, (the original French), plenty 
“lives the saints according the ecclesiastical 
calendar” every country, and have been since Jacobus 
Voragine first published his The Golden Legend, 
(recently republished full translation, the way). 
But there are many people who will welcome good 
one-volume collection brief “lives the saints” 
they can assured that one can recommended 
them which not “just another those collections 
pious anecdotes”, and which not written what has 
come known disparagingly, though with good 
reason, the “hagiographical style”. So, the best 
service can render the reader would stress the 
point the translator makes the Introductory Note: 
that Father Omer Engelbert, (born the Ardennes, 
fifty-eight years ago, and ordained 1924 Cardinal 
Mercier), “an historian impeccable authenticity 
also editor new edition Migne’s Patrologia, 
which the great source for all our knowledge the 
Apostolic and the Desert Fathers”. is, furthermore, 
the author several scholarly lives individual 
including life Saint Francis which translator Fre- 
mantle notes “is the only Catholic one that can set 
beside the great scholarly tome Paul Sabatier, the 
most erudite Protestants”, Saint Martin, Saint Pascal 


Father However, his most popular literary 
creation, which appeared 1927, Sagesse Cure 
Pecquet and which was followed two later volumes, 
Cure Pecquet Continue and Cure Pecquet 
Encore, guarantee the reader that Father Engelbert’s 
Lives the Saints will lively well scholarly. 
Translators and publishers have conspired make this 
Lives the Saints attractive, easy read, and useful 
for reference. The 497 pages text present brief but 
concentrated “life” principal saint for every one 
the 365 days the year, followed most instances 
listing the more noteworthy other saints venerated 
the same day, often annotated with few lines 
comment. You will learn, the first page, that Saint 
Odilo Cluny was the one who originated the Feast 
All Souls, following the Feast All Saints; and 
the last page, few lines recounting the story Saint 
Melania and Saint Pinianus, (whom Melania married 
when she was thirteen years age) suggest epic 
romance and adventure, that the more thrilling for 
its spiritual heroism. Every one the intervening 
pages will furnish subject for stimulating meditation; 
for here is, really treasury models practical 
Christian living. 

The excellence the volume enhanced List 
Saints Especially Invoked, (e.g., St. Balthasar, patron 
manufacturers playing cards and sawmen, also 
invoked against epilepsy) and complete index the 
Saints mentioned this Lives. 
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hope now that Christopher and Anne Fremantle 
will translate another delightful, different, volume 
Lives Saints, the collection sketches which ap- 
peared weekly Temoignage Chretien the column 
“Saint the Week”, from the pen Frere Joyeux, 
(of which they undoubtedly know). 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Duncan, David Douglas This War! 


Harper. June 174p. $4.95. 

photographer for Life Magazine, David Douglas Dun- 
can was Tokyo the time the outbreak the 
Korean War, year ago. The record his camera made 
during the first three months this bitter and fluctu- 
ating conflict sampled this 12” book studies. 
The photographs are, almost without exception, vividly 
clear, sharply focussed. They tell story not much 
events actions, the military sense; but the 
reactions, moods, the miseries, the courage and 
comradeship the men who are fighting. 
affecting, impressive, pitiful and compassionate study 
soldiers action, almost all them members the 
Marine Corps. Mr. Duncan’s experience Marine, 
himself, during the years 1942 1946 the Pacific 
Theatre War, has given him not only deep pride 
the Marine Corps, but fellow-feeling for comrades- 
which makes this collection photographic 
studies much more than Something 
the solidarity that knits fighting men into family, 
sympathy for the fatigued and shocked, 
understanding the horror and the pity, the callous- 
ness and doggedness that disturbs and sustains men 
war are this picture series. 


Mr. Duncan has written text preface the three 
parts his book: The Hill; The City; Retreat, Hell! 
which serve interpret the photographs each sec- 
well written, this text, with certain fire 
championship for the fighting men that makes hit 
home the reader. The pattern war much the 
same all times, all places. But the immediacy 
the Korean conflict gives This War! special urgency 


and appeal. 
Richard Conlon, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Pawel, Ernst The Island Time 
Doubleday. June 1951. 255p. $3.00. 

The title derives from somewhat symbolic designa- 
tion for camp for Jewish exiles and refugees, displaced 
and homeless persons, pitifully desperate survivors 
planned annihilation; the camp has been set 
island promontory, the Tyrrhenian Sea, along the 
west coast Italy, day’s journey distant from Naples. 
Once this Santa Barbara had been modest seashore 
Now conglomerate barracks and huts 
centered around the former inn, and surrounded 
the barbed wire imprisonment and segregation. Here, 
the inhabitants wait for release, their one hope 
teach Palestine, symbol home they have lost. 
Technically the charge representative 
Sidney Reznick, they are growing dissatisfied with the 


Duncan Pawel Wellman 


waiting imposed much the inability Palestine 
the restrictions their emigration the British au- 
thorities. The tensions explode, precipitated first 
the inconclusive promises the Palestinian repre- 
sentative, Yehuda Abramov, and then again under his 
purposeful attempts organize practical preparation 
for the final evacuation. the end, the camp 
evacuated and the people are sent their way the 
land their desires; but only after violence has de- 
stroyed some them. 


study the desperate plight the homeless, 
almost hopeless victims monstrous massacre, The 
Island Time has dread validity. the person 
its central character, who tells the tale, German in- 
tellectual, Rene Leshinsky), takes sides with any 
the various factions which develop. Rene wants 
when will. does not join the others their 
final journey toward Palestine. has been secretary 
and interpreter for Reznick, and can understand and 
partly sympathize with Reznick’s American-made atti- 
tude wanting help but not constrain the hap- 
less refugees. They should have freedom and demo- 
cratic, Reznick believes; but was not going impose 
them. And when tries reason with the 
extremists, runs always into the unanswerable argu- 
ment: Were you ever concentration camp? 
first, his charges respected him, admired him; the 
end, they tolerated and patronized him. 


Erich Solomon’s attempt organize strong-arm fac- 
tion that would break out the confinement Santa 
Barbara and take chance leaky, illegal boat 
heading for Palestine squelched Yehuda Abramov 
when answers appeal for help from Reznick. 
Abramov sets about organizing collective, which, 
its way, ruthless Solomon would have been 
dealing with the individuals. The cruel murder 
pompous little lawyer, Hellman, brings the British, 
sends one-time philosopher Martin Gruber finally in- 
sane, and wins the release from Santa Barbara for all 
the inmates. 


serious defect this novel, which will resented 
many Jews, the overall pagan, materialistic atmos- 
phere that pervades the account, fictional though be. 
is, indirectly, anti-rabbinical; and that and its im- 
plied sense confession betrayal the real force 
that ultimately unites Jewry. Jew not merely 
Semite, nor for that matter, merely Israelite. His 
faith not mere geographical chauvinism. But that 
being argued now Israel; and the world watches 
see whether Israel merely another nationalism 
among Semites. The resultant casual attitude sex- 
morality would recommend the novel only the 


mature adult. 
Richard Conlon, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


REPRINTS 


Wellman, Paul Broncho Apache 
Pockt Books, Inc. (Macmillan, 1936.) 1951. 195p. $.25. 
The Broncho Apache excellent character study 
Massai, Apache who escaped the prison train taking 
Geronimo Florida. Mr. Wellman has 


study the few facts known about Massai but makes 
pretense writing anything but fiction. This 
story which will enjoyed adults who like good 
historical novels. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Chambers, Dana Too Like the Dead 
Mercury Publications (c.1939-Dial). 128p. $.35. 


This involved and overly-sophisticated mystery, 
difficult follow and containing quite few very un- 
necessary, amoral episodes. Essentially this counter 
espionage story. time waster, nothing more. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 
Library, 

Washington, 


Starnes, Richard 
And When She Was Bad She Was Murdered 

Pocket Books, Inc., 1951. (Lippincott edition, 1950.) 
213p. $.25. Complete and unabridged. 
Murder Alexandria, Virginia, the theme this 
story which three people become victims homi- 
cidal maniac. Barney Forge, newspaperman, and 
Dr. St. George Peachy, brilliant medical man, share 
hero honors. This well written, exciting tale 
Washington, C., newspaperman. Most adults will 
find this good yarn. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Best SELLERs 


Woolrich, Cornell The Black Angel 
Jonathan Press. (Doubleday, 1943.) 127p. $.35. 
This edition has apparently lost nothing the 
ment, fortunate fact for this mystery well worth 
reading. the story the attempts made 
young wife save her husband condemned die 
the electric chair for crime didn’t commit. 
undoubtedly give few hours good entertainment 
any adult reader. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Guthrie, A.B., 
Pocket Books, Inc. 1951. 
April 30, 1947). 
The action this story the American Northwest 
covers the years 1830-1843. pity that this story 
cannot recommended young readers, because 
written out deep love for the west writer 
who somehow manages get paper the air and 
fascination that incomparable country. But the 
ceaseless profanity, the abuse the Holy Name 
throughout, the promiscuous sexuality, however typical 
they may frontier custom, make impossible 
hand the book that very class readers who other- 
wise, they could wade through the longeurs, would 
enjoy most. These points aside, the mature reader 
will find The Big Sky moving evocation great 
country and great epoch our history. may even 
send him scurrying his Parkman, which would 
all the good. (Abridged from full review Best 
Sellers, May 1947, 27-8.) 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington, 


The Big Sky 


436p. $.25. William Sloane, 
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